When is a stem cell really a stem cell?
While bone marrow transplantation has long been established as an effective approach to the clinical management of a variety of malignant and nonmalignant diseases, the future application of pluripotent stem cells in transplant settings promises to deliver this therapy to a much broader range of indications. In this review, I summarize the emerging field of embryonic stem cell biology in the context of potential clinical applications and regulatory issues.